RESOLUTIONS 


Submitted  prior  to 

Sixteenth  Convention 

MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  LABOR 
COUNCIL,  AFL-CIO 

STATLER-HILTON   HOTEL 
BOSTON,   MASSACHUSETTS 

October  2,  3,  4,  5,  1973 


Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO 


RESOLUTION  NO.   1 
Support  for  Comprehensive  Health  Care  Legislation 

Whereas:  The  present  method  of  delivering  health  care  to  the  American  public 
is  archaic,  exorbitant  and  inefficient,  and 

Whereas:  Comprehensive  health  care  benefits  are  not  being  provided  to  all 
Americans,  and 

Whereas:  There  has  been  a  tremendous  rise  in  the  costs  of  medical  care  con- 
tributing greatly  to  the  general  inflation,  and 

Whereas:  Many  Americans  including  working  people  are  being  deprived  of 
adequate  health  care  benefits  and  facilities,  and 

Whereas:  The  National  AFL-CIO  has  endorsed  H.R.  22  and  S.3  introduced  into 
Congress  by  Representatives  Griffiths  and  Gorman  and  Senators  Kennedy  and 
Saxbe  to  provide  for  a  National  Health  Security  Program  and  for  comprehensive 
health  care  benefits  to  all  Americans,  and  at  the  same  time,  to  institute  the  reform 
necessary  in  the  health  care  delivery  system  to  reduce  rising  costs  and  provide 
quality  medical  care,  now  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  endorse  H.R.  22  and  S.3  and  call  for  its  imme- 
diate enactment  by  Congress,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  all  affiliate  unions  urging 
them  to  bring  it  to  the  attention  of  their  Congressmen,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  all  the  Congressmen  and  the 
two  Senators  from  Massachusetts. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  2 
Labor  Program  for  1974  Legislation 

Whereas:  The  labor  movement  of  Massachusetts  has  in  the  past  been  among  the 
leaders  in  the  country  in  progressive  and  liberal  legislation,  and 

Whereas:  One  of  organized  labor's  principal  legislation  aims  in  the  past  has  been 
to  protect  all  the  working  men  and  women  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 

Whereas:  These  protections  include  disability  payments  for  all  persons  out  of 
work  as  a  result  of  sickness,  minimum  wages  and  overtime  for  all  employees,  ade- 
quate unemployment  compensation  and  workmen's  compensation  benefits  for 
workers  related  to  their  wages,  unemployment  benefits  for  persons  out  of  work  as  a 
result  of  a  labor  dispute  and  other  related  items. 

There  Be  It  Resolved  that  this  Convention  endorse  the  following  legislation 
program  for  filing  in  December  1973  with  roll  call  votes: 

1 .  Sickness  Disability  for  persons  out  of  work  as  a  result  of  illness. 

2.  Unemployment  Compensation  Benefits  for  persons  out  of  work  as  a  result 
of  a  labor  dispute  including  lockouts. 

3.  Decreased  waiting  period,  priority  hearings  on  weekly  compensation  liability, 
and  increased  benefits  under  the  workmen's  compensation  law. 

4.  Strengthening  the  law  and  further  regulating  the  fees  charged  by  private 
employment  agencies. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  3 
Improved  Unemployment  Compensation 

Whereas:  Unemployment  Compensation  benefits  in  Massachusetts  have  not  kept 
pace  with  the  cost  of  living  or  wage  increases  or  the  extended  benefits  in  other 
states,  and 

Whereas:  Eligibility  requirements  in  Massachusetts  have  been  unfairly  tightened, 
and 

Whereas:  Benefits  have  been  extended  in  other  states  to  new  areas  which  are  not 
fully  covered  in  Massachusetts,  Therefore  be  it 
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Resolved:  That  this  Convention  adopt  the  following  legislative  proposals: 

1 .  To  increase  to  six  weeks  the  benefits  paid  to  a  person  who  becomes  ill  while 
unemployed,  and 

2.  To  increase  the  variable  maximum  to  two-thirds  of  the  average  industrial 
wage,  and 

3.  To  provide  benefits  for  persons  out  of  work  as  a  result  of  a  lockout  by  the 
employer,  and 

4.  To  liberalize  the  new  restrictive  eligibility  requirements  of  the  law,  and 

5.  Offset  Bill,  and 

6.  Law  Compliance  Bill. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  4 
Unemployment  Compensation  Benefits  in  Lockout 

Whereas:  many  employees  in  Massachusetts  have  been  put  out  of  work  as  a  result 
of  a  lockout  by  their  employer,  and 

Whereas:  these  employees  have  been  denied  unemployment  compensation  bene- 
fits in  this  Commonwealth  through  no  fault  of  their  own,  and 

Whereas:  approximately  18  other  States  in  the  United  States  make  provisions 
granting  unemployment  compensation  to  persons  put  out  of  work  through  no  fault 
of  their  own,  and 

Whereas:  the  purpose  of  unemployment  compensation  is  to  provide  benefits  for 
persons  out  of  work  through  no  fault  of  their  own.  Now,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  instruct  its  Legislative  Director  again  to  file 
appropriate  legislation  to  remedy  this  situation  and  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
unemployment  compensation  benefits  to  persons  put  out  of  work  in  Massachusetts 
as  a  result  of  a  lockout  by  the  employer  and  to  have  a  roll  call  vote  on  this  measure. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  5 
Improvement  in  Workmen's  Compensation 

Whereas:  the  benefits  in  Workmen's  Compensation  have  not  kept  pace  with  the 
increases  in  wages  and  the  increased  cost  of  living  as  well  as  the  extended  benefits 
granted  in  other  jurisdictions,  and 

Whereas:  there  has  been  unnecessary  delay  and  pile  up  of  cases  to  the  detriment 
of  the  injured  employee  in  Massachusetts,  and 

Whereas:  there  has  recently  been  the  development  of  unscrupulous  practices  of 
insurance  companies  to  the  detriment  of  the  injured  workers.   Now,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  endorses  the  following  legislative  program  in  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  field  and  instructs  its  Legislative  Director  to  file  the 
following  legislation  to  benefit  the  injured  employee: 

1.  Decrease  waiting  period 

2.  An  increase  in  benefits  to  meet  the  two-thirds  wage  concept 

3.  Increase  in  payments  to  injured  workers  based  on  increases  in  costs  of  living 
or  on  new  benefits 

4.  A  penalty  for  delayed  settlements  and  payments  by  insurance  companies  in- 
cluding new  benefits  as  of  the  time  of. decision  rather  than  the  injury 

5.  State  fund  for  Workmen's  Compensation 

6.  An  improved  contingency  fund  and  increased  benefits  for  aggravated  injuries. 
(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 

AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  6 
Burke-Hartke  Bill 

Whereas:  Present  United  States  foreign  trade  and  investment  policies  have 
resulted  in  the  loss  of  900,000  job  opportunities  in  the  past  five  years  and  America's 
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industrial  strength  is  being  eroded  through  the  export  of  technology,  capital  and 
productive  capacities  and  the  U.S.  worker  is  virtually  helpless  in  protecting  his  job 
and  standard  of  living,  and 

Whereas:  The  American  market  place  has  been  overrun  by  imports  costing  tens 
of  thousands  of  U.S.  jobs  in  such  industries  as  textiles,  apparel,  shoes,  leather, 
electronics,  steel  and  autos,  and 

Whereas:  Much  of  America's  trade  problems  stem  directly  from  the  rise  of  multi- 
national corporations,  many  of  them  U.S.  owned,  and 

Whereas:  U.S.  firms  have  been  encouraged  by  foreign  countries  to  run  away  and 
manufacture  goods  abroad  through  exploitation  of  low  wage  workers.  In  turn,  these 
products  are  sold  in  U.S.  markets  at  U.S.  prices  with  the  difference  in  labor  costs 
being  added  profit  for  the  corporation,  and 

Whereas:  For  wanting  to  save  his  job  from  the  tide  of  imports,  for  wanting  work 
instead  of  welfare,  the  workers  are  being  told  that  to  safeguard  American  jobs  the 
restricting  of  imports  would  be  harmful  to  the  consumer.  Who  is  the  consumer  but 
an  American  Worker.  Without  a  job  he  cannot  afford  to  purchase  any  goods, 
whether  made  in  the  U.S.  or  in  a  foreign  country,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  It  is  time  to  stop  the  folly  of  permitting  American-owned  multinational 
corporations  to  write  their  own  ticket  while  American  taxpayers  and  the  American 
economy  pay  the  bills,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  go  on  record  in  support  of  the  Burke-Hartke  Bill. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  7 
Civil  Rights 

Whereas:  The  AFL-CIO  and  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  are  firmly 
committed  to  the  achievement,  as  quickly  as  possible,  of  full  and  equal  opportunity 
for  all  Americans  regardless  of  race,  color,  creed  or  national  origin,  in  the  areas  of 
housing,  education,  employment,  and  in  all  other  sectors  of  our  national  life; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  the  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  takes 
due  note  of  the  warnings  contained  in  the  Report  of  the  National  Advisory  Com- 
mission on  Civil  Disorders  (Kerner  Commission)  that  "Race  prejudice  has  shaped 
our  history  decisively;  it  now  threatens  to  affect  our  future."  In  welcoming  the 
Report,  we  commend  it  to  our  members,  our  friends,  and  our  neighbors  for  its 
analysis  of  how  segregation  and  poverty  have  created  in  the  racial  ghetto  a  destruc- 
tive environment  totally  unknown  to  most  white  Americans. 

Acting  in  the  sense  of  urgency  sounded  by  the  Report,  this  convention  joins  with 
national  leaders  in  religion,  labor  and  social  welfare,  in  expressing  support  of  the 
Commission's  far-reaching  recommendations  for  national  action  with  respect  to 
employment,  education  and  housing  and  community  rights.  Massive  expenditures 
must  be  mounted  to  aid  all  our  fellow-citizens  so  as  to  destroy  or  overcome  the 
slums  and  the  frustrations  that  now  dominate  the  ghettoes  of  our  society.  And  be 
it  further 

Resolved:  That  this  convention  renews  its  support  of  the  Freedom  Budget  and 
the  program  and  budget  of  the  Urban  Coalition.  We  recognize  that  despite  our 
commitment  to  civil  rights,  and  despite  the  substantial  beginnings  that  have  been 
made  in  ending  300  years  of  segregation,  discrimination  and  second-class  citizen- 
ship, we  have  a  long  way  to  go.  This  convention  urges  every  trade  unionist  to 
acquaint  himself  with  the  civil  rights  crisis  of  our  nation.  The  resources  of  our 
own  Civil  Rights  Committee,  the  Randolph  Institute,  the  Jewish  Labor  Committee, 
and  other  groups  are  freely  available  to  our  members  and  locals  to  plan  and  work 
on  programs  designed  to  overcome  the  result  of  racism.  As  the  Kerner  Report 
warns:  "It  is  time  now  to  end  the  destruction  and  the  violence,  not  only  in  the  streets 
of  the  ghetto,  but  in  the  lives  of  people." 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  8 
Anti-Semitism  Abroad 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO  is  against  all  forms 
of  religious  and  civil  persecution  by  any  government  or  people  and  notes  with  revul- 
sion the  persecution  by  the  Soviet  and  Arab  Governments  of  its  Jewish  citizens,  and 

Whereas:  The  Jewish  citizens  of  Soviet  Russia  and  the  Arab  countries  are  de- 
prived of  their  basic  civil  rights,  including  the  right  to  leave  the  country,  and  are 
being  made  to  pay  ransom  money,  now,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  calls  upon 
the  Governments  of  the  Soviet  Union,  Egypt,  Syria  and  Iraq  to  bring  to  an  immedi- 
ate end  their  inhuman  and  uncivilized  suppression  of  their  Jewish  minorities  often 
culminating  in  imprisonment  and  torture  only  because  of  their  enmity  ot  Israel,  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  Arab  Governments,  which  have  pledged 
to  the  entire  civilized  world  but  do  not  fulfill  this  promise,  to  allow  all  those  of  the 
Jewish  faith  who  wish  to  emigrate,  to  do  so  immediately  without  confiscation  of 
their  property  or  hindrances  as  permitted  by  all  civilized  nations  of  the  world,  and 
to  the  end,  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  adheres  to  the 
policy  of  supporting  the  Histadrut,  Israel's  Federation  of  Labor,  so  that  this  demo- 
cratic trade  federation  can  assist  in  the  absorption  of  those  who  may  find  it  possible 
to  depart  from  the  countries  of  oppression  and  bestiality,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  U.S.  State  Department. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  9 
Situs  Picketing 

Whereas:  The  present  labor  laws  on  the  Federal  level  discriminate  against  the 
Building  Trades  Unions  by  preventing  picketing  on  the  job  site;  and 

Whereas:  The  present  laws  do  not  permit  unions  to  strike  against  non-union 
subcontractors  and  in  effect  compel  union  men  to  work  alongside  non-union  men 
on  construction  projects;  and 

Whereas:  The  present  laws  are  undermining  the  fair  standard  set  up  by  the 
Building  Trades  in  the  construction  industry,  and 

Whereas:  The  late  President  Kennedy  proposed  legalizing  of  situs  picketing  in 
an  effort  to  help  the  unions  in  the  Building  Trades  field; 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved,  that  the  delegates  at  this  16th  Convention  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  support  and  endorse  a  situs  picketing  amend- 
ment to  the  Federal  labor  laws;  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  and  its 
affiliated  unions  call  on  elected  representatives  in  Congress  and  in  the  U.S.  Senate 
to  work  for  and  actively  support  a  common  situs  picketing  bill;  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Congressmen 
and  Senators  from  Massachusetts. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.   10 

Human  Rights  Treaties 

Whereas:  The  late  Presidents  Kennedy  and  Eisenhower,  and  former  Presidents 
Truman  and  Johnson  supported  the  extension  of  America's  principles  of  liberty, 
equality  and  justice  through  this  country's  ratification  of  the  international  treaties 
on  human  rights,  including  the  international  treaty  against  genocide  or  mass  murder, 
which  was  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  ratification  over  20  years  ago  by  President 
Truman;  and 
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Whereas:  The  National  AFL-CIO  organization  as  well  as  various  religious  and 
civic  bodies  have  endorsed  these  treaties,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL- 
CIO  reaffirms  its  support  of  the  ratification  without  further  delay  of  those  treaties 
now  pending  before  the  Senate,  i.e.,  the  Convention  on  the  Prevention  and  Punish- 
ment of  Genocide,  the  Convention  on  the  Political  Rights  of  Women,  the  Conven- 
tion on  the  Abolition  of  Forced  Labor  and  on  Freedom  of  Association  and  Protec- 
tion of  the  Right  to  Organize.  We  also  call  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
submit  to  the  Senate  for  advise  and  consent  to  ratify  the  Convention  on  the  Elimina- 
tion of  All  Forms  of  Racial  Discrimination.  We  take  this  stand  noting  the  hypo- 
critical position  in  which  our  country  is  placed  when  we  affirm  these  rights  within 
our  own  borders  but  refuse  to  support  them  for  the  observance  of  the  whole  world 
through  international  treaty,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  a  copy  of  the  Resolution  be  sent  to  Senators 
Kennedy,  Brooke  and  Fullbright  and  to  President  Nixon. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.   11 
Tax  Reform 

Whereas:  The  federal  tax  system  has  many  inequities  and  loopholes  which  allow 
many  wealthy  persons  to  escape  their  fair  share  of  the  tax  burden,  and 

Whereas :  The  federal  surtax  merely  perpetuates  the  inequities  and  does  not  help 
the  ordinary  taxpayer,  and 

Whereas:  Tax  reform  is  way  overdue  including  the  elimination  of  the  mineral 
depletion  allowance,  tax  free  bonds,  capital  gains,  stock  options,  fast  depreciation 
write-offs  and  similar  loopholes  condemned  by  the  AFL-CIO. 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Convention  endorse  the  principle  of  tax 
reform  and  urge  Congress  to  pass  a  meaningful  tax  reform  bill  to  close  up  the 
present  loopholes,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  that  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  sent  to  the  National  AFL-CIO  and 
to  the  Congressmen  and  Senators  form  Massachusetts. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.   12 
Unemployment  Insurance 

Whereas:  The  unemployment  rate  continues  to  remain  at  a  very  high  level,  and 

Whereas:  Public  response  to  the  shortcomings  of  the  unemployment  insurance 
program  has  appeared  in  the  form  of  temporary  extension  of  benefits  in  recession 
periods,  and 

Whereas:  While  the  wage  insurance  purposes  of  the  program  are  being  neglected, 
new  problems  in  the  form  of  long-term  unemployment  due  to  economic  displace- 
ment and  automation  have  arisen  and  call  for  some  adoptation  of  the  unemploy- 
ment insurance  program  to  new  needs  on  a  permanent  basis.   Therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  The  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO  shall  continue  to  support  the  comprehen- 
sive overhauling  and  improvement  of  the  unemployment  insurance  system  under  a 
single  federal  program.  Pending  such  a  reorganization,  the  program  can  be  made 
to  meet  more  effectively  its  purpose  through  federal  benefit  standards  and  a  larger 
federal  role  in  the  financial  structure. 

The  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO  supports  federal  measures  which  would  raise  the 
weekly  benefits  and  make  them  available  for  the  long-term  unemployed,  extend 
coverage  to  those  now  denied  any  wage  insurance,  and  improve  the  financial  struc- 
ture by  providing  some  measure  of  equalization  of  cost  and  broadening  of  the  tax 
base. 

The  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO  calls  also  for  the  enactment  of  federal  standards 
on  the  duration,  eligibility,  and  disqualification  provisions  of  state  laws. 
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(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.   13 
Organizing  the  Unorganized 

Whereas :  Labor  unions  have  introduced  a  form  of  industrial  democracy  into  our 
plants,  and 

Whereas:  organized  labor  has  helped  to  promote  the  cause  of  the  employees 
through  collective  bargaining  and  legislation,  and 

Whereas :  the  organized  employer  is  operating  under  fair  union  conditions  while 
his  unorganized  competitor  is  threatening  these  conditions  and  standards,  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  urge  all  its  affiliated  unions  to  step  up  their 
organizing  drives,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  all  affiliated  unions  cooperate  with  other  affiliated  unions  as  well 
as  with  the  organization  and  other  departments  of  the  National  AFL-CIO  in  organ- 
izing drives  in  Massachusetts. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.   14 
Affiliation  Within  Labor's  Family 

We  continue  to  recognize  the  internal  weakness  which  plagues  the  operations  of 
state  and  local  central  bodies  within  the  family  of  Labor,  the  AFL-CIO,  namely  the 
voluntarism  of  affiliation  of  local  unions  with  the  respective  central  bodies  even 
though  the  same  central  bodies  are  created  by  central  affiliate  structure  of  the  125 
international  unions  whose  more  than  60,000  local  unions  are  scattered  among  the 
jurisdictions  of  the  50  states  and  territories. 

We  continue  to  recognize  that  the  same  arguments  are  always  before  us  —  that 
states  should  make  their  programs  so  attractive  that  no  local  union  can  resist  its 
own  voluntary  affiliation;  that  compulsory  affiliation  of  local  unions  with  central 
bodies  as  part  of  the  standards  of  affiliation  of  the  international  unions  with  the 
AFL-CIO  would  only  mean  domination  of  those  central  bodies  by  the  AFL-CIO 
itself  of  certain  international  unions  or  to  the  AFL-CIO  itself,  and  this  in  turn 
would  mean  control  of  organizational  operations  within  the  central  bodies  by  the 
principal  funding  agencies. 

We  further  note,  however,  that  the  approximate  average  50%  affiliation  record 
of  local  union  memberships  with  local  and  state  central  bodies  across  the  nation 
means  that  those  that  do  affiliate  with  central  bodies,  together  with  their  officers  and 
leadership,  are  considerably  weaker  than  what  the  disadvantages,  if  any,  of  a  system 
of  compulsory  or  automatic  affiliation  might  bring  with  it  to  state  and  local  area 
labor  affairs. 

We  cannot,  however,  afford  any  longer  to  suffer  under  a  concept  of  open-shop 
voluntarism  in  any  segment  of  the  family  of  Labor.  We  also  note  that  there  are 
middle-of-the-road  steps  that  can  insure  the  health  and  vigor  of  the  central  bodies, 
retaining  a  large  degree  of  local  or  statewide  responsibility  and  grass-roots  auton- 
omy, while  generally  raising  the  standards  across  the  nation  of  community  and 
statewide  labor  bodies  by  minimum  AFL-CIO  support  and  controls. 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  call  upon  the  AFL-CIO  as  well  as  all  state  and  large  city 
central  bodies,  for  support  of  this  call,  to  establish  a  pattern  of  affiliation  including 
compulsory  affiliation  of  all  local  unions  with  both  their  state  and  local  central 
bodies  through  the  direct  affiliation  of  all  members  of  all  AFL-CIO  international 
unions. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 
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RESOLUTION  NO.   15 
Aid  to  Israel 

Whereas:  There  is  a  threat  to  world  peace  by  the  crises  in  the  Middle  East  caused 
by  the  Arabs  and  their  Soviet  Allies  who  are  opposed  to  Israel's  right  to  exist,  and 

Whereas:  Israel  is  now  celebrating  her  twenty-fourth  anniversary  and  is  threat- 
ened in  her  existence  by  her  Arab  neighbors  who  are  opposed  to  her  democracy,  and 

Whereas:  Senator  Kennedy  has  called  attention  to  the  Soviet  penetration  of  the 
Middle  East  and  the  need  for  immediate  help  to  Israel  by  "the  sale  of  jets  in  suffi- 
cient numbers  to  help  maintain  her  defensive  capacity  and  the  maintenance  of  a 
military  balance  vis-a-vis  Arab  neighbors,"  and 

Whereas:  The  National  AFL-CIO  has  called  for  aid  to  Israel,  and 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  last  year  expressed  its  concern 
that  the  people  of  Israel  are  being  denied  their  right  to  peace  and  safe  borders  by 
actions  of  the  Arab  states  with  Soviet  help. 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  that  this  Convention  reiterate  its  support  for  a  peaceful 
settlement  of  the  Middle  East  conflict  by  face  to  face  negotiations  between  the 
parties,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  that  we  support  the  sale  of  jets  to  Israel  and  that  a  copy 
of  this  Resolution  be  sent  to  our  Congressional  delegation  and  to  the  U.S.  State 
Department. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Lab^r  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.   16 
Cope 

We  of  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  have  long  recognized  the  necessity  for 
active  participation  in  the  field  of  politics  both  on  the  state  and  national  level.  As 
responsible  citizens  of  the  respective  communities,  we  are  cognizant  of  our  duty  to 
be  fully  informed  on  the  political  issues  of  the  day  and  in  turn  to  impart  this 
knowledge  to  our  fellow  citizens. 

Recognizing  that  the  progress  made  at  the  bargaining  table  can  at  times  be 
threatened  in  the  halls  of  the  legislature,  organized  labor  must  continue  an  active 
and  effective  political  program. 

Whereas:  The  legislative  action  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Great  and  General  Court  affect  the  destiny  of  all  our  members  thereby  making  it 
imperative  that  our  concern  be  shown  by  continuous  political  activity. 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  we  urge  the  voter  registration  of  all  members 
and  their  families  and  their  participation  in  all  elections,  and 

We  realize  the  necessity  for  the  solidification  of  our  members  to  defeat  the  threat 
of  fragmentation  of  our  strength  and 

We  ask  our  members  for  their  continued  contributions  to  the  request  for  Cope 
dollars,  and 

We  affirm  organized  labor's  traditional  policy  of  avoiding  entangling  alliances 
with  any  group  and  of  supporting  worthy  candidates  regardless  of  party  affiliation. 

Collectively  working  together  in  the  interest  of  our  fellow  man,  your  Committee 
on  Political  Action  can  help  insure  the  election  of  our  friends  and  the  defeat  of  our 
enemies. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.   17 
Urban  Crisis 

Whereas:  For  the  past  several  years  there  has  been  constant  concern  over  the 
"urban  crisis"  and  we  have  witnessed  the  deterioration  of  central  cities  despite 
the  fact  that  the  health  of  our  cities  is  essential  to  our  vitality  as  a  nation;  and 
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Whereas:  Occasional  mass  violence  has  focused  attention  on  the  problem  of  the 
cities,  but  has  largely  failed  to  reverse  the  advance  of  physical  blight  and  economic 
decline,  or  to  correct  the  reduction  of  vital  social  services  or  the  flight  of  affluent 
whites  and  a  substantial  number  of  commercial  and  industrial  concerns  to  suburban 
areas;  and 

Whereas:  Suburb  and  city  alike  have  a  concern  for  the  economic  and  social 
viability  of  cities  that  are  torn  by  racial  strife  and  by  crime  and  that  face  a  future 
of  poverty  and  predominantly  black  population  surrounded  by  affluent  suburbs  that 
are  predominantly  white;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  en- 
dorses the  following  partial  program  to  aid  the  cities  that  cannot  save  themselves: 

1.  Preference  in  the  allocation  of  federal  and  state  funds  to  programs  that  em- 
brace metropolitan  or  regional  areas  and  that  demonstrably  advance  desegre- 
gation. 

2.  Granting  federal  and  state  allocation  to  communities  for  the  creation  or  im- 
provement of  public  facilities  —  including  grants  for  education,  health,  wel- 
fare, sewers,  roads,  etc.,  —  on  condition  that  a  fair  share  of  public  and 
private  low  and  moderate  income  housing  will  be  built  in  the  areas  affected; 

3.  Limiting  the  installation,  expansion  and  relocation  of  federal  and  state 
agencies  and  facilities  to  communities  that  provide  adequate  housing  for  low 
income  and  minority  group  families. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.   18 
Civil  Liberties 

Whereas:  The  very  life  of  the  free  trade  union  movement  is  grounded  in  the 
existence  and  protection  of  the  democratic  system  of  government;  and 

Whereas:  The  state  of  our  civil  liberties  are  under  constant  threat  in  the  name 
of  national  security  as  well  as  because  of  the  pro  and  con  feelings  released  by  the 
number,  kinds  and  sometimes  excesses  of  public  demonstrations  by  black  people 
protesting  discrimination,  poor  people  demanding  more  aid,  various  groups  pro- 
testing the  Vietnam  War,  and  so  on;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL- 
CIO,  affirms  its  commitment  to  the  Bill  of  Rights  as  the  base  of  our  Nation's  free- 
dom. We  affirm  our  belief  in  the  constitutional  right  of  all  Americans  to  due  process 
of  law,  the  right  to  counsel  and  to  freedom  from  unlawful  search  and  seizure.  We 
are  opposed  to  harrassment  or  suppression  of  dissent  whether  through  preventive 
detention  or  through  such  invasions  of  privacy  as  wiretapping  and  other  forms  of 
electronic  eavesdropping  or  no-knock  entries.  Because  they  are  the  cornerstones 
that  differentiate  democratic  America  from  the  totalitarian  nations,  we  oppose  all 
efforts  to  suppress  the  freedom  to  believe,  speak,  write,  and  peaceably  assemble, 
criticize  and  dissent. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.   19 
Genocide 

Whereas:  The  United  States  Senate  has  inexplicably,  and  to  our  national  shame, 
failed  for  over  20  years  to  ratify  the  International  Convention  against  Genocide, 
which  was  originally  promulgated  by  the  United  Nations  Commission  on  Human 
Rights  under  the  chairmanship  of  Eleanor  Roosevelt,  and  which  has  been  endorsed 
by  organized  labor  and  by  every  President  since  Harry  S.  Truman  as  well  as  ratified 
by  some  75  nations;  and 

Whereas:  During  recent  legislative  sessions  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Com- 
mittee has  at  long  last  given  its  approval  to  the  treaty  that  would  make  America  a 
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signatory  to  the  designation  of  mass  murder  as  an  international  crime;  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  AFL- 
CIO,  having  repeatedly  endorsed  the  treaty  as  one  most  fundamental  to  human 
rights,  notes  with  approval  the  recommendation  of  ratification  by  the  Senate 
Foreign  Relations  Committee  by  a  substantial  majority.  In  our  nation's  interest  and 
the  interest  of  all  mankind,  we  respectfully  urge  the  Senate  promptly  to  ratify  the 
Genocide  Convention;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  United  States  Senators 
Edward  M.  Kennedy  and  Edward  W.  Brooke. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  20 
Clarifying  the  Unemployment  Compensation  Law 

Whereas:  The  unemployment  compensation  law  has  recently  been  unfairly 
tightened  and  now  deprives  employees  of  their  benefits  under  the  law  when  they 
are  out  of  work  through  no  fault  of  their  own,  and 

Whereas:  The  technical  terms  "attributable  to  the  employing  unit  or  its  agent" 
were  recently  added  to  the  statute.  Now,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved:  That  the  Legislative  Department  file  legislation  to  restore  the  old  law 
and  eliminate  this  new  inequitable  provision  "attributable  to  the  employing  unit  or 
its  agent"  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  the  Legislative  Department  be  instructed  to  obtain  a  roll  call  vote 
on  this  measure. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  21 
Soviet  Anti-Semitism 

Whereas,  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  of  the  AFL-CIO  has  expressed 
its  opposition  to,  and  condemnation  of  the  Soviet  Union  for  the  Manner  in  which 
that  country  has  singled  out  its  Jewish  population  of  some  3  million  people  for  a 
special  campaign  of  discrimination  and  genocide  not  only  on  a  religious  basis,  but 
also  on  a  cultural  and  ethnic  basis,  although  other  Soviet  nationalities  have  been 
encouraged  to  maintain  their  identity,  and 

Whereas,  the  Soviet  Union  has  utilized  "show  trials"  in  an  effort  to  intimidate 
members  of  the  Jewish  population  who  refused  to  submit  quietly  to  continued 
persecution,  and 

Whereas,  more  recently  the  Soviet  Union  has  resorted  to  a  new  form  of  bar- 
barism reminiscent  of  Nazi  Germany  as  the  Communist  regime  has  imposed  "ran- 
som" fees  before  granting  exit  permits  to  Jews  desiring  to  emigrate.  The  exit 
payment  schedule  of  fees  is  based  on  degree  of  education  ranging  up  to  the 
equivalent  of  $25,000  —  an  impossible  sum  for  Soviet  citizens  to  pay.  Therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  that  this  convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  protests 
this  Soviet  Obstacle  to  free  emigration.  We  call  upon  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment and  the  United  Nations  to  demand  that  Soviet  leaders  implement  the  Universal 
Declaration  of  Human  Rights  provision  that  "everyone  has  the  right  to  leave  any 
country,  including  his  own,  and  to  return  to  his  country."  We  ask  our  government 
to  put  this  violation  of  human  rights  on  the  agenda  of  the  next  United  Nations 
General  Assembly  session.  And  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  directs  that  the  Secretary -Treasurer  forthwith 
dispatch  copies  of  this  resolution  to  President  Nixon,  U.S.  Secretary  of  State,  Henry 
Kissinger,  U.N.  Secretary  General  Waldheim,  and  Senators  Brooke  and  Kennedy. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  22 
Support  for  the  Federal  Occupational  Safety  &  Health  Act 

Whereas :  The  Federal  Occupational  Safety  &  Health  Act  is  now  in  effect  and  has 
in  it  many  features  which  are  of  great  benefit  to  the  working  people,  and 

Whereas:  The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  has  drawn  up  a  plan  and  it  has 
been  submitted  for  approval,  and 

Whereas:  Action  on  this  State  Plan  is  still  pending,  and 

Whereas:  The  National  AFL-CIO  opposes  any  weakening  of  the  Federal  Law, 
and 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  is  also  opposed  to  any  weak- 
ening of  the  Federal  Law  for  Massachusetts. 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL- 
CIO,  take  all  necessary  action  to  protect  the  working  people  of  Massachusetts  to 
have  the  strongest  Occupational  Health  &  Safety  Act  possible,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  this  Convention  by  passage  of  this  resolution 
authorizes  the  Executive  Officers  to  do  everything  in  their  power  to  see  to  it  that 
the  Occupational  Safety  &  Health  Administration  in  Washington  does  not  approve 
the  Massachusetts  Plan  for  Occupational  Safety  &  Health,  and 

Be  It  Finally  Resolved:  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  all  Massachu- 
setts Congressmen  and  Senators  requesting  their  support  of  our  position  against 
approval  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Plan. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  23 
Opposition  to  Any  Increase  in  Massachusetts  Sales  Tax 

Whereas,  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO  has  vigorously 
opposed  sales  taxes  because  they  are  regressive,  hit  those  people  least  able  to  pay 
and  are  not  based  on  the  principle  of  ability  to  pay,  and 

Whereas  an  increase  in  the  sales  tax  of  Massachusetts  would  adversely  affect 
those  people  least  able  to  pay,  the  unemployed,  the  sick,  the  elderly  and  the  people 
in  the  low  income  group,  and 

Whereas  the  Massachusetts  tax  system  should  be  reformed  to  set  up  a  fair  tax 
system  including  a  graduated  income  tax  rather  than  the  unfair  sales  tax, 

Now,  therefore  be  it  resolved  that  this  Convention  opposes  any  increase  in  the 
Massachusetts  sales  tax  and  urges  its  officers,  taxation  committee  and  legislative 
agent  to  oppose  vigorously  any  increase  in  the  Massachusetts  sales  tax,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Governor  and 
the  Legislature  at  the  State  House. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  24 
Support  for  A  United  Labor  Movement 

Whereas:  labor  has  always  believed  in  the  philosophy  that  in  unity  there  is 
strength,  and 

Whereas:  the  labor  movement  has  been  able  to  accomplish  major  gains  as  a 
united  movement,  and 

Whereas:  many  large  labor  organizations  such  as  the  International  Union  of 
United  Automobile,  Aerospace  and  Agricultural  Implement  Workers  of  America 
and  the  International  Brotherhood  of  Teamsters,  Chauffeurs,  Warehousemen  and 
Helpers  of  America  and  others  are  not  in  the  "House  of  Labor"  at  the  present  time, 
and 

Whereas:  there  is  need  for  a  united  front  by  labor  in  many  issues  involving  social, 
economic,  political,  and  organizational  areas:  Therefore,  be  it 
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Resolved:  That  this  Convention  urge  the  National  AFL-CIO  to  take  all  neces- 
sary steps  to  bring  about  a  reuniting  of  the  entire  labor  movement,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  National  AFL-CIO. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  25 
Regulating  Employment  Agencies 

Whereas:  The  employment  agency  law  of  Massachusetts  has  several  loopholes, 
and 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  Law  has  not  been  amended  to  take  into  account 
inflationary  trends,  and 

Whereas:  No  maximum  fees  are  set  on  employment  agencies  which  obtain 
positions  in  excess  of  $8,000  per  year,  or  on  agencies  which  collect  their  fees  from 
the  employers,  thereby  reducing  the  net  amount  of  pay  to  the  employee,  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  instruct  its  legislative  agent  to  file  a  bill  to  plug 
up  the  loopholes  in  the  present  law,  to  set  maximum  fees  on  all  agencies,  and 

Be  it  Further  Resolved:  That  a  roll  call  of  the  vote  on  this  labor  measure  be 
included  in  the  printed  report  of  the  legislative  agent. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  26 
Increase  in  Per  Capita  Tax  from  90  to  110. 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  must  be  in  a  solid  financial 
condition  to  meet  the  rising  cost  of  carrying  out  the  functions  so  necessary  for  the 
benefit  of  our  affiliates,  and 

Whereas:  Sufficient  funds  to  help  elect  our  friends  and  defeat  the  enemies  of 
labor  becomes  a  necessity  if  we  are  to  be  active  participants  and  successful  in  a 
progressive  Cope  campaign,  and 

Whereas:  Beneficial  programs  such  as  minimum  wage,  improved  Workmen's 
Compensation,  adequate  educational  facilities  and  positive  safety  programs  must 
be  continued,  and 

Whereas:  We  must  be  prepared  to  meet  the  pressures  of  opponents  to  organized 
labor's  progressive  programs, 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  constitution  be  amended  by  striking  out  the 
first  sentence  of  Section  1,  Article  VIII,  inserting  the  following  new  first  sentence 
in  Section  1  of  Article  VIII: 

"Section  1.  Each  local  union  affiliate  shall  pay  a  monthly  per  capita  tax  at  the 
rate  of  eleven  cents  (110)  per  month  for  each  of  their  dues  paying  members;  of 
this  amount  two  cents  (20)  shall  be  earmarked  for  Cope  activities;  and  one 
dollar  ($1.00)  for  each  delegate  registered  at  the  annual  convention  of  the  Council 
shall  be  earmarked  for  union  label  activities  by  the  Union  Label  Committee." 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  27 
Restrictions  on  Imports 

Whereas:  The  AFL-CIO  estimates  that  upwards  of  one  million  American  jobs 
have  been  transported  to  Taiwan,  Hong  Kong,  Italy,  Japan,  Spain,  Mexico  and 
many  other  nations  throughout  the  world,  and 

Whereas:  Some  fifteen  years  ago  a  major  problem  in  this  country  was  industry 
setting  up  shop  in  the  low-wage  areas  within  our  borders  and  today  it  is  industry 
crossing  the  ocean  to  other  lands  taking  with  them  their  machinery,  their  technology, 
their  management  and  leaving  behind  thousands  of  jobless  workers,  and 
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Whereas:  The  American  market  place  has  been  overrun  by  imports  in  such 
industries  as  textile,  apparel,  shoes,  leather,  electronics,  etc.,  and 

Whereas:  The  runaway  industries  have  resulted  in  closing  down  whole  plants  in 
this  country  and  reopening  them  in  foreign  low-wage  paying  countries. 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  time  has  come  to  regulate  American-owned 
multi-national  corporations  from  writing  their  own  ticket  while  American  tax  payers 
and  American  economy  suffer. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  28 
The  Environment 

Whereas:  The  American  labor  movement  has  long-standing  commitments  to 
protecting  this  nation's  environment  and  to  achieving  full  employment  for  its 
people,  and 

Whereas:  We  reject  the  counsel  of  those  who  would  sacrifice  workers'  jobs  to 
clean  up  pollution.  We  equally  reject  the  contention  of  polluting  industries  who 
attempt  to  hide  behind  the  legitimate  concerns  of  workers  for  their  jobs  as  an  alibi 
for  doing  nothing,  and 

Whereas:  A  clean  environment  and  full  employment  are  not  incompatible;  in 
fact,  they  can  and  should  go  hand-in-hand,  and 

Whereas:  Labor's  position  is  especially  pertinent  in  relation  to  the  twin  problems 
of  solid  waste  disposal  and  depletion  of  valuable  natural  resources.  The  answer  to 
these  companion  problems  lies  in  transforming  waste  into  usable  products,  and 

Whereas:  The  answer  does  not  lie  in  proposals  to  ban  disposable  cans  and  bottles 
or  to  curtail  use  of  certain  materials.  These  proposals  are  really  "non-solutions." 
By  disrupting  industry  and  causing  heavy  losses  of  jobs,  more  problems  would  be 
created  than  solved,  and 

Whereas:  The  federal  government  must  expand  its  effort  in  develpoing  new 
techniques  for  disposing  of  solid  wastes,  recovering  valuable  materials  from  wastes 
and  for  using  wastes  in  new  ways,  such  as  fuels,  and 

Whereas:  To  do  this,  the  Congress  must  greatly  increase  the  solid  waste  budget 
of  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  that  was  slashed  by  the  Administration. 
With  increased  funds  the  EPA  could  assist  local  governments  in  establishing  alter- 
nate measures  for  disposing  of  solid  wastes,  and 

Whereas:  Resource  recovery  is  a  positive  approach  with  a  promise  of  expanded 
use  of  waste  and  a  parallel  reduction  in  use  of  precious  natural  resources,  and 

Whereas:  The  task  of  preserving  the  environment  and  vital  natural  resources 
and  achieving  full  employment  require  the  cooperation  of  all  citizens.  Therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved:  It  is  a  goal  to  which  the  AFL-CIO  is  pledged,  but  it  is  a  goal  that 
requires  the  full  commitment  of  the  federal  government  in  order  to  be  achieved. 
Therefore,  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  sent  to  the  Congressional  Delegation. 

( Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  29 
Minimum  Federal  Standards  for  Workmen's  Compensation 

The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  has  had  a  long  standing  and 
vital  interest  in  securing  adequate  workmen's  compensation  protection  for  every 
American  who  works  for  a  living. 

Work  injury  and  disease  protection  is  now  furnished  the  nation's  workforce 
under  a  system  of  social  insurance  established  60  years  ago  —  and  is  based  upon 
the  operation  of  50  differing  state  workmen's  compensation  programs. 

Careful  examination  of  this  system,  undertaken  by  the  National  Commission  on 
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State  Workmen's  Compensation  Laws,  has  shown  that  these  programs  are  an- 
tiquated, inadequate,  and  inequitable. 

The  Commission  report,  submitted  to  the  President  and  Congress  over  one  year 
ago,  recommended  sweeping  changes  in  workmen's  compensation  programs  to 
meet  the  needs  of  injured  workers  in  a  modern  industrial  society. 

Major  recommendations  outlined  in  the  Commission  report  include :  Compulsory 
coverage  of  all  wage  and  salary  workers  without  numerical  or  occupational  exemp- 
tions —  agricultural  workers,  domestic  workers,  and  public  employees  should  be 
extended  the  full  protection  of  workmen's  compensation  in  the  same  manner  as 
other  workers  in  the  labor  force.  Complete  coverage  of  all  work-related  injuries 
and  diseases.  Full  medical  care  and  rehabilitation  services  without  limit  as  to  time 
or  dollar  amount.  Weekly  benefit  amounts  should  be  at  least  66%  percent  of  the 
worker's  weekly  earnings.  The  benefit  structure  of  the  entire  workmen's  compensa- 
tion program  should  be  substantially  improved  by  increasing  the  maximum  weekly 
benefit  to  200  percent  of  the  state  average  weekly  wage.  The  200  percent  maximum 
benefit  level  to  be  reached  in  periodic  increases  between  July,  1973  and  July,  1981. 
Free  choice  of  physician  by  injured  worker.  Injured  worker  should  be  given  a 
choice  and  permitted  to  file  a  claim  in  the  state  of  injury,  state  of  hire,  or  state 
where  employment  is  principally  located.  Workers  receiving  benefits  based  on 
former  wage  levels  —  those  injured  years  ago  —  should  have  their  benefits  adjusted 
to  current  wage  levels  through  establishment  of  a  special  fund  for  this  purpose. 

The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO  has  been  seeking  improve- 
ments in  workmen's  compensation  similar  to  these  recommendations  for  many 
years. 

Congress  currently  has  before  it  legislation  that  would  establish  a  modern  work- 
men's compensation  program  by  establishing  minimum  federal  standards  state  pro- 
grams would  be  required  to  meet  —  S-20008  —  and  H.R.  8771. 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved,  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL- 
CIO,  favors  prompt  action  by  the  Congress  to  establish  minimum  federal  standards 
for  state  workmen's  compensation  laws.  Workmen's  compensation  improvements 
advocated  by  organized  labor  for  any  years  are  embodied  in  S-20008,  introduced 
by  Senators  Harrison  Williams,  Jr.  (D.  N.J.)  and  Jacob  K.  Javits  (R.  N.Y.)  in  the 
U.S.  Senate,  and  a  companion  bill,  H.R.  8771,  introduced  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives by  Congressman  Carl  D.  Perkins,  (D.  Ky.)  and  Congressman  Dominick 
V.Daniels  (D.N.J.) 

These  bills  would  establish  minimum  federal  standards  for  state  workmen's 
compensation  laws  and  we  urge  immediate  and  favorable  action  on  these  bills;  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  that  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  all  members  of 
the  Massachusetts  congressional  delegation. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  30 
Public  Assistance  to  Strikers 

Whereas:  Anti-labor  forces  led  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  are  conducting  a 
concerted  campaign  to  penalize  the  children  of  strikers  and  of  minority  workers  as 
a  device  to  nullify  the  legal  right  of  American  workers  to  strike,  and 

Whereas:  The  House  of  Representatives  voted  to  prevent  the  children  of  strikers 
from  receiving  food  stamps  without  any  determination  whether  the  family  needed 
such  help,  and 

Whereas:  H.E.W.  Secretary  Weinberger,  despite  contrary  opinion  from  churches, 
governors,  social  welfare  agencies  and  unions,  ruled  that  states  may  deny  welfare 
benefits  to  children  of  strikers  no  matter  how  compelling  their  need,  and 

Whereas:  To  deny  a  family  in  need,  including  minority  persons,  the  welfare 
benefits  of  taxes  paid  while  they  were  working  —  i.e.  welfare  and  food  stamps  — 
because  that  person  is  exercising  a  legal  right  is  patently  vicious. 

There  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Convention  condemn  and  oppose  any  federal 
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or  state  legislation  that  includes  a  ban  against  food  stamps  and  welfare  benefits 
being  furnished  families  of  strikers  and  of  minority  persons  in  need,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  That  this  Convention  instruct  its  officers  and  legislative 
agent  to  oppose  any  legislation  or  regulations  in  Massachusetts  to  implement  the 
H.E.W.  regulation  permitting  states  to  deny  welfare  benefits  to  the  children  of 
strikers. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO,  and  Chairman  Helen  T.  O'Donnell  and  Joseph  D.  McLaughlin,  Sec.  of 
Community  Service  Committee  of  the  Mass.  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  31 

Constitutional  Amendment 

(Biennial  Conventions) 

( 1 )  Section  2  of  Article  IV  is  amended  by  striking  the  word  "annually"  in  the 
first  sentence  and  substituting  the  word  "biennially"  in  its  place,  and  by  striking  the 
entire  second  sentence  from  the  section  so  that  the  new  section  shall  read  as  follows : 

"Section  2.  The  regular  convention  of  the  Council  shall  be  held  biennially 
commencing  on  the  first  (1st)  Tuesday  of  October  and  shall  remain  in  session 
four  (4)  days  until  the  business  before  the  convention  is  completed  at  a  time 
and  place  designated  by  the  Executive  Council.  In  cases  of  extreme  emer- 
gency, the  Executive  Council,  by  a  three-fourth  (%)  vote,  may  change  the 
date  of  the  convention. 

The  convention  call,  including  the  time  and  place  of  the  convention  shall  be 
sent  to  all  affiliates  not  less  than  sixty  (60)  nor  more  than  seventy-five  (75) 
days  prior  to  the  convention." 

(2)  Section  13  (a)  of  Article  IV  is  amended  by  deleting  the  word  "annual" 
from  said  section. 

(3)  Section  3  of  Article  VI  is  amended  by  deleting  the  word  "annual"  from  the 
next  to  the  last  sentence  of  said  section. 

(4)  Section  9  (a)  of  Article  VII  is  amended  by  striking  the  word  "Annual"  in 
the  second  sentence  of  section  9  (a) . 

(Submitted  by  Edward  T.  Sullivan,  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  South  Middlesex 
County  Labor  Council,  Lawrence  C.  Sullivan,  Executive  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the 
Greater  Boston  Central  Labor  Council;  Herman  Greenberg,  President  of  the 
Pioneer  Valley  AFL-CIO  Council  and  John  A.  Callahan  of  Local  326,  I.B.E.W.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  32 

Constitutional  Amendment 

(Cope) 

The  third  paragraph  of  Section  9  of  Article  VII  is  stricken  and  the  following  new 
paragraph  is  inserted  in  its  place: 

"A  Committee  on  Political  Education  consisting  of  the  members  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  together  with  one  representative  from  each  affiliated  local  Central 
Labor  Council;  the  Massachusetts  State  COPE  Director;  and  the  Regional 
Director  of  the  AFL-CIO." 

(Submitted  by  Edward  T.  Sullivan,  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  South  Middlesex 
County  Labor  Council,  Lawrence  C.  Sullivan,  Executive  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the 
Greater  Boston  Central  Labor  Council;  Herman  Greenberg,  President  of  the 
Pioneer  Valley  AFL-CIO  Council  and  John  A.  Callahan  of  Local  326,  I.B.E.W.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  33 
Cooperation  of  Office  Personnel 

Whereas:  The  efficiency  in  the  business  affairs  of  the  office  as  conducted  is  deter- 
mined to  a  great  extent  by  the  employees  therein  employed,  and 

Whereas:  The  employees  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  have  by 
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their  diligent  attitude  in  carrying  out  the  duties  been  responsible  for  the  efficiency 
of  the  office,  and 

Whereas:  Their  competency  and  willingness  to  assist  in  all  activities  have  been 
favorable  to  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council; 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Convention  go  on  record  of  expressing  to 
the  staff  our  appreciation. 

(Submitted  by  John  A.  Callahan,  Director  and  Delegate,  I.B.E.W.  Local  326.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  34 
Increase  Registration  Fee 

Whereas:  Inflation  has  hit  all  segments  of  our  society,  and 

Whereas:  The  cost  of  conducting  the  annual  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Council  AFL-CIO  has  increased,  and 

Whereas:  The  present  registration  fee  of  seven  dollars  ($7.00)  is  not  sufficient 
to  cover  the  increase. 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  present  fee  of  seven  dollars  ($7.00)  be  in- 
creased to  no  less  than  ten  dollars  ($10.00). 

(Submitted  by  Joseph  J.  Sullivan,  President  of  the  Hotel  Service  and  Waitresses 
Union  Local  277  and  Rita  M.  Matthews,  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Hotel  Service 
and  Waitresses  Union  Local  277.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  35 
Support  for  Union  Insurance  Companies 

Whereas:  Life  Insurance  and  Accident  and  Health  policies  and  Group  Life 
Insurance  and  Group  Accident  and  Health  policies  are  available  from  Union 
Agents, 

Be  It  Resolved:  That  Unions  and  Union  members  purchase  Life  Insurance  and 
Accident  and  Health  Insurance  as  well  as  Group  Life  and  Accident  and  Health 
Insurance  from  Union  Agents  of  the  Boston  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  the 
John  Hancock  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance 
Company,  the  Prudential  Insurance  Company  and  Union  Labor  Life. 

(Submitted  by  Murray  Nerman,  President,  Insurance  Workers  Int'l.  Union, 
AFL-CIO  Local  36.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  36 
Adjustment  of  Employment  Compensation  Benefits  for  Tip  Employees 

Whereas:  Employees  whose  income  includes  gratuities  are  penalized  under  exist- 
ing compensation  laws  because  such  gratuities  are  not  considered  in  computing 
unemployment  compensation  benefits,  and 

Whereas:  Such  gratuities  are  considered  income  for  the  purpose  of  income  tax 
payments, 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  legislation  be  introduced  to  provide  that  gratuities 
be  considered  income  for  purposes  of  the  base  upon  which  unemployment  compen- 
sation benefits  are  computed,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  this  Council  request  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council  Legislative  Director  to  file  such  a  bill  for  enactment  of  the  same. 

(Submitted  by  Joseph  Bevilacqua,  Secretary -Treasurer,  Business  Manager,  Bar- 
tenders and  Dining  Room  Employees  Union,  Local  34,  and  Edward  Wall,  Sec- 
Treas.  B.A.  of  Bartenders  Hotel,  Motel,  Cafeteria  &  Restaurant  Employees  Union, 
Local  116.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  37 
Amend  Fair  Labor  Standards  Act  for  Tip  Employees 

Whereas:  Non-Union  service  employees  are  required  in  some  instances  to  turn 
over  their  tip  to  their  Employer;  and 
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Whereas:  Some  non-union  employers  may  use  the  same  to  satisfy  the  F.L.S.A. 
wage  obligation  and  the  50%  limitation  on  tip  credits;  and 

Whereas:  Under  the  Act  such  service  charges  become  part  of  the  employer's 
gross  receipts  which  he  pockets;  and 

Whereas:  The  employer  may  use  these  in  their  entirety  to  satisfy  the  F.L.S.A. 
wage  obligations  thus  paying  service  employees  an  hourly  rate  of  pay  with  the 
service  charge  money,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Massachusetts  State  Council  of  Hotel  Em- 
ployees &  Bartenders  seek  a  change  in  the  Minimum  Wage  and  Hour  Law,  and  be 
it  further 

Resolved:  That  this  Council  request  the  Legislative  Department  of  the  M.S.L.C. 
to  seek  legislation  similar  to  the  Montana  Law  whereby  employers  can  no  longer 
count  tip  gratuity  and  service  charges  in  determining  whether  their  employees  are 
being  paid  the  legal  minimum  wage.- 

(Submitted  by  Edward  Wall,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Business  Agent,  Bartenders, 
Hotel,  Motel,  Cafeteria  and  Restaurant  Employees  Union,  Local  1 16,  and  in  behalf 
of  the  Mass.  State  Council  of  Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employee's  and  Bartenders 
International  Union  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  38 
Tax  Exempt  Organizations 

Whereas:  Tax  exempt  organizations  are  operating  as  commercial  establishments; 
and 

Whereas:  These  tax  exempt  organizations  do  not  contribute  toward  tax  structure 
for  the  purpose  of  helping  cities  and  towns  to  pay  municipal  wages  and  salaries;  and 

Whereas :  These  tax  exempt  organizations  were  primarily  organized  as  an  accom- 
modation for  their  members  only;  and 

Whereas:  Most  all  tax  exempt  organizations  are  considered  to  be  a  non  profitable 
institution;  and 

Whereas:  These  tax  exempt  organizations  lease  their  premises  to  non  Union 
caterers;  and 

Whereas:  These  caterers  create  unfair  competition  to  commercial  restaurants 
and  the  liquor  industry,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  these  tax  exempt  organizations  be  declared  as  a 
Commercial  Business  if  they  cater  to  the  General  Public,  and  that  these  tax  exempt 
organizations  pay  taxes  equivalent  to  that  of  commercial  licenses,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  this  Council  request  the  Legislative  Dept.  of  the  M.S.L.C.  to  file 
a  Legislative  Bill  to  enact  the  above  suggested  matter. 

(Submitted  by  Edward  Wall,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Business  Agent,  Bartenders, 
Hotel,  Motel,  Cafeteria  and  Restaurant  Employees  Union,  Local  116,  and  in  behalf 
of  the  Mass.  State  Council  of  Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employee's  and  Bartenders 
International  Union  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  39 
Unemployment  Compensation  for  Locked  Out  Employees 

Whereas:  The  law  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  denies  unemployment 
compensation  to  members  of  organized  labor  who  are  locked  out  of  their  jobs  by 
employers,  and 

Whereas:  Unscrupulous  employers,  from  time  to  time,  have  used  this  law  as  an 
economic  weapon  against  the  members  of  organized  labor,  and 

Whereas:  Organized  Labor  should  make  every  effort  to  see  to  it  that  our  mem- 
bers are  given  every  protection  under  a  new  law,  and 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  and  its  Legislative 
Department  should  be  the  leader  in  the  fight  against  this  unfair  law  in  Massachu- 
setts, and 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  Legislative  Department  in  the  coming  session 
of  the  legislature  shall  do  everything  it  can  toward  passage  of  this  bill,  and 
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Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  the  President  and  Legislative  Director  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  be  empowered  by  the  passage  of 
this  resolution  to  use  every  means  at  their  command  to  bring  about  the  successful 
passage  of  this  new  law,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  prior  to  the  submission  of  the  legislation  to  the 
General  Court,  the  President  shall  call  a  meeting  of  the  interested  parties  so  that 
this  legislation  can  be  drawn  up  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  of  the  Local  Unions  which 
are  members  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  and 

Be  It  Finally  Resolved:  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  all  members  of 
the  General  Court  when  it  convenes  in  1973. 

(Submitted  and  signed  by  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  Robert  W.  Wager,  Meat  Cutters 
District  Union  Local  #2,  Natick,  Massachusetts.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  40 
Sunday  Laws 

Whereas:  The  Sunday  Sales  Law  allows  those  people  in  Massachusetts  who 
celebrate  their  Sabbath  on  Saturday  and  close  their  places  of  business  on  Saturday 
to  open  for  business  on  Sunday  to  the  public,  and 

Whereas:  There  is  nothing  in  the  law  which  prevents  employers  who  open  on 
Saturday  from  going  in  and  working  behind  closed  doors  on  Sunday  which  deprives 
union  members  of  their  rightful  work,  and 

Whereas:  Because  of  loopholes  in  the  Sunday  Sales  Law,  there  are  many  Super- 
market Companies  which  now  open  their  stores  on  Sunday  and  there  are  some 
which  are  open  for  business  24  hours  on  Sunday,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL- 
CIO,  assembled  in  this  Convention  hereby  by  the  passage  of  this  Resolution  con- 
demns this  practice  by  unfair  employers,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  the  Legislative  Director  be  instructed  to  submit 
legislation  to  the  General  Court  to  correct  this  practice  and  make  other  necessary 
changes  in  the  Sunday  Laws. 

(Submitted  and  signed  by  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  Robert  W.  Wager,  Meat  Cutters 
District  Union  Local  #2,  Natick,  Massachusetts.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  41 
Union  Industry  Show 

Whereas:  The  Union  Industry  Show  of  the  AFL-CIO  is  one  of  the  greatest 
media  of  advertising  for  organized  labor,  and 

Whereas:  When  it  was  held  in  Boston  in  1952  the  show  was  attended  by  a  tre- 
mendous number  of  people  who  for  the  first  time  were  indoctrinated  in  the  opera- 
tion of  Labor  Union,  and 

Whereas:  It  is  fitting  and  proper  that  the  Show  again  be  held  in  this  Stronghold 
of  the  AFL-CIO,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  invite  the  Union  Industry  Show  to  Boston,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  the  Officers  and  Executive  Council  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  be  requested  to  do  everything  in  their 
power  to  bring  the  Show  to  Boston,  during  the  Bicentennial  celebration.  .  .  .  1976- 
1976. 

(Submitted  and  signed  by  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  Robert  W.  Wager,  Meat  Cutters 
District  Union  Local  #2,  Natick,  Massachusetts.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  42 
Union  Shop  Cards  in  Retail  Stores 

Whereas:  The  Star  Market  Co.  and  other  non-union  Retail  Food  Stores  are  in 
direct  competition  with  Union  Food  Stores,  and 
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Whereas:  The  Star  Market  Co.  and  other  non-union  Food  Stores  are  under- 
mining the  wages  and  working  conditions  of  Union  members,  and 

Whereas:  The  attitude  of  Star  Market  Co.  and  other  non-union  Food  Stores  is 
strongly  anti-Union  and  should  be  deplored  by  members  of  organized  labor  every- 
where, and 

Whereas:  Non-union  Food  Stores  in  the  Retail  Business  do  not  give  their  em- 
ployees wages  and  working  conditions  and  fringe  benefits  comparable  to  those 
given  to  employees  in  Union  Retail  Food  Stores,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Convention,  by  the  passage  of  this  Resolu- 
tion, does  hereby  place  the  Star  Market  Co.  on  the  "Unfair-Do  Not  Patronize  List" 
and  does  hereby  request  members  of  organized  labor  not  to  patronize  Star  Market 
Co.  or  any  non-union  company  but  to  look  for  the  Union  Shop  Card  when  shop- 
ping in  Retail  Food  Stores  and  shop  where  the  Union  Shop  Card  is  displayed,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  sent  to  all  Locals  of 
the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  and  the  Local  Officers  will  have 
a  list  of  the  Union  Food  Stores  in  Massachusetts  and  will  ask  their  members  when 
shopping  in  food  stores  to  look  for  the  Union  Food  Sign. 

(Submitted  and  signed  by  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  Robert  W.  Wager,  Meat  Cutters 
District  Union  Local  #2,  Natick,  Massachusetts.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  43 
The  Housing  Emergency 

Whereas:  A  state  of  emergency  exists  in  the  current  housing  market.  Millions  of 
working  Americans  have  been  priced  out  of  the  private  market  and  excluded  from 
government  housing  assistance  by  deliberate  Administration  policies.  The  Admin- 
istration has  also  turned  its  back  on  the  poor  and  the  elderly  whose  only  hope  for 
decent  housing  lies  in  federal  action,  and 

Whereas:  The  median  cost  of  a  new  home  rose  to  $32,800  in  April  —  22  percent 
higher  than  a  year  ago.  Only  10  percent  of  the  new  single-family  homes  are  selling 
for  $20,000  or  less —  50  percent  reduction  in  one  year. 

While  costs  are  going  up  the  supply  of  new  housing  is  diminishing.  Housing 
starts  declined  15  percent  since  January  and  a  further  drop  is  forecast  because,  of 
rising  interest  rates  and  tight  money.  ^ 

Instead  of  direct  actions  to  ease  the  housing  shortage  and  encourage  new  con- 
struction, the  Administration  clamped  a  moratorium  on  the  construction  of  all 
Federally-subsidized  housing,  including  new  public  housing  units. 

If  the  moratorium  is  permitted  to  continue  through  this  fiscal  year,  more  than  a 
half-million  families  will  be  denied  the  new  public  housing  promised  them  by  the 
national  housing  goals,  and 

Whereas:  The  Administration  has  not  sought  authority  to  build  an  adequate 
number  of  new  units  or  to  repair  and  modernize  existing  units.  It  has  failed  to 
request  adequate  operating  funds  for  local  housing  authorities  who  have  been 
financially  battered  by  the  inflation  the  Administration  also  has  failed  to  control,  and 

Whereas:  The  Administration  proposes  shifting  the  burden  for  rising  main- 
tenance, repair  and  modernization  costs  of  existing  units  to  the  low-income  tenants, 
who  are  already  hard-pressed  to  make  ends  meet.  By  refusing  to  request  sufficient 
funds  to  do  the  job,  the  Administration  wants  to  make  low-income  tenants  pay 
for  the  budgetary  decisions  made  by  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget,  and 

Whereas:  It  is  of  little  comfort  to  the  millions  of  Americans  who  lack  decent 
housing  for  the  Administration  to  study  the  problem.  The  Administration's  cynical 
attitude  toward  the  housing  crisis  is  reflected  in  the  President's  announcement  that 
his  housing  recommendations  will  not  be  ready  until  September  7  —  and  even 
then  the  recommendations  may  not  be  in  the  form  of  legislative  proposals. 

Therefore  we  urge  our  congressional  delegation  to  call  upon  the  administra- 
tion to: 

Reinstate  suspended  housing  subsidy  programs  for  low  and  moderate-income 
families. 
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Seek  adequate  funds  to  build  urgently-needed  new  public  housing  units  and  to 
operate  existing  projects. 

Return  to  the  Congressionally-enacted  national  housing  goal  of  2.6  million 
units  a  year,  adequately  distributed  throughout  the  various  income  levels. 

Ease  the  present  tight-money  situation  and  allocate  credit  so  that  homebuyers 
will  not  have  to  compete  with  corporations  and  land  speculators  for  loans. 

(Submitted  by  the  Housing  Committee  —  William  Cleary,  Chairman  —  John  A. 
Callahan,  Director.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  44 
Foreign  Trade  Policy 

Whereas:  The  current  practice  of  foreign  countries  "dumping"  transformers  into 
the  United  States  at  prices  far  lower  than  asked  for  in  their  own  country,  and 

Whereas:  American  manufacturers  of  electrical  apparatus  transformers  are  not 
permitted  to  submit  bids  in  foreign  countries  and  thereby  share  in  the  free  and  fair 
trade  opportunities  of  those  countries,  and 

Whereas:  If  the  present  policy  of  dealing  with  foreign  trade  is  allowed  to  con- 
tinue, American  companies  will  be  forced  to  discontinue  the  manufacture  of  large 
custom  built  transformers,  and 

Whereas:  The  trade  bill  as  proposed  by  the  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee, 
eliminating  the  safeguards,  is  totally  inadequate,  be  it, 

Resolved  that:  We  will  exert  all  of  our  energies  to  discuss  this  situation  with 
our  Congressional  Representatives  in  Washington,  D.C.  and  be  it  further 

Resolved  that:  We  bring  to  bear  whatever  means  we  have  at  our  disposal  to 
rescind  the  present  policy  allowing  the  one  way  street  approach  in  dealing  with 
foreign  trade,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved  that:  A  workable  free  trade  policy  be  established  which  will  be  equal 
to  all  who  wish  to  join  in  the  competition  and  therefore  be  it 

Finally  resolved  that:  This  convention  adopt  this  resolution  and  supply  whatever 
manpower  is  necessary  to  implement  the  proper  legislation  to  protect  our  American 
workers  and  their  jobs  from  this  foreign  threat. 

(Submitted  by  Albert  F.  Litano,  B.A.,  I.U.E.  Local  255,  Pittsfield.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  45 
Strikers  Benefits  Bill 

Whereas :  For  the  past  twenty-two  years  our  efforts  to  legislate  a  Strikers  Benefit 
Bill  have  been  futile,  and 

Whereas:  The  strongest  argument  used  by  the  opposition  is  that  these  benefits 
are  paid  for  entirely  by  the  companies  and 

Whereas:  These  same  legislatures  have  indicated  support  for  a  Strikers  Benefit 
Bill  provided  a  small  contribution  is  made  by  the  worker,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved  that:  A  bill  be  submitted  to  the  legislature  for  benefits  payable  to  strik- 
ers off  their  jobs  four  weeks,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved  that:  One  quarter  of  one  percent  of  the  workers  wages  be  deducted  to 
help  finance  this  bill  and  that  a  high  and  low  ceiling  be  placed  on  the  fund;  that 
contribution  shall  be  stopped  at  the  high  ceiling  and  shall  begin  when  the  fund  hits 
the  low  ceiling. 

(Submitted  byAlbert  F.  Litano,  B.A.,  I.U.E.  Local  255,  Pittsfield.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  46 

Constitutional  Amendment 

Increase  to  Eleven  Cents  Per  Month  Per  Capita  Tax 

The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  just  as  all  business,  must 
meet  the  inflationary  advances  which  occur  annually.  Increases  in  the  expenses  for 
salaries,  telephone,  rent,  postage,  printing,  travel  and  conferences  have  come  about 
because  of  the  inflationary  cycle.    There  is  need  for  a  modern   up-to-date,  and 
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efficient  office.  There  is  a  need  to  maintain  established  programs  of  the  Council 
and  to  introduce  additional  projects  to  meet  the  challenge  of  our  times.  All  of  these 
are  essential  to  meet  the  pressures  of  labor's  opponents  in  the  legislative  field  — 
National  Right-to-Work  Committee,  Associated  Industries  of  Massachusetts,  Cham- 
bers of  Commerce,  etc.  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  is  the  watchdog 
and  police  force  at  the  State  House  and  needs  to  retain  and  improve  the  benefit 
structure  in  the  fields  of  Workmen's  Compensation.  Unemployment  Compensation, 
minimum  wage  legislation,  to  improve  educational  facilities  as  well  as  standards, 
to  keep  the  taxing  process  within  the  means  of  working  men  and  women,  and 

Whereas:  COPE  needs  additional  funds  for  its  important  activities,  and 

Whereas:  The  Union  Label  Committee  needs  funds  for  its  important  activities 
and  should  not  conduct  solicitation  of  funds  from  the  delegates  by  the  drawings 
at  the  Convention,  and 

Whereas:  There  is  need  to  increase  the  monthly  per  capita  tax  at  the  rate  of 
eleven  cents  (110)  per  month  instead  of  nine  cents  (90),  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  striking  out  the 
first  sentence  of  Section  1,  Article  VII,  inserting  the  following  new  first  sentence 
in  Section  1  of  Article  VII : 

"Section  1.  Each  local  union  affiliate  shall  pay  a  monthly  per  capita  tax  at 
the  rate  of  eleven  cents  (110)  per  month  for  each  of  their  dues  paying  members; 
of  this  amount  two  cents  (20)  shall  be  earmarked  for  COPE  activities;  and  one 
dollar  ($1.00)  for  each  delegate  registered  at  the  annual  conventions  of  the  Council 
shall  be  earmarked  for  union  label  activities  by  the  Union  Label  Committee." 

(Submitted  by  James  A.  Broyer,  Local  1576  AFSC&ME.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  47 
Support  for  Union  Food  Stores  and  Companies 

Whereas:  The  employees  of  Union  Food  Stores  and  Food  Processing  Plants  are 
enjoying  conditions  equal  for  the  most  part  to  those  anywhere  in  the  United  States, 
and 

Whereas:  The  Members  of  organized  labor  in  Massachusetts  should  purchase 
their  food  in  any  of  the  organized  food  stores  in  Massachusetts,  and 

Whereas:  The  following  Food  Companies  have  contracts  with  AFL-CIO  Unions 
in  Massachusetts  — 


First  National  Stores,  Inc. 
Elm  Farm  Foods  Company 
Capitol  Supermarkets,  Inc. 
Blair's  Foodland 
Lodgen's  Markets,  Inc. 
Chelmsford  Food  Discounters,  Inc. 
A  &  P  Stores 
Florio's  Meat  Stores,  Inc.  of 

New  Bedford  &  Fall  River,  Mass. 
Springfield  Rendering 
Swift  &  Company,  Springfield 
Wilson-Sinclair 
Hampden  Beef  Company 
Witkin  Provision  Company 
Carando  Inc. 

Rosoffs  Pickles  (Lady's  Choice) 
Community  Produce 
Oscar  Mayer 
Jumbo  Stores 

Chelsea  Live  Poultry  Company 
North  Eastern  Poultry,  Inc. 
Fred  W.  Baldau  Company,  Inc. 
Columbia  Packing  Company 


Empire  Fish  Company 

Elliott  Stevedoring,  Inc. 

Codinha's,  Inc. 

Seafood  Kitchens,  Inc. 

Lipman  Marine  Products 

Caribou  Fisheries,  Ltd. 

North  Atlantic  Fish  Company,  Inc. 

Neptune  Seven  Seas 

O'Donnell-Usen  Fisheries 

Quick  Freeze  Corporation 

Gloucester  Stevedoring  Company 

Kennebec  Fish  Corporation 

Stop  and  Shop,  Inc. 

Purity-Supreme  Markets,  Inc. 

Folsom's  Market 

Mai's  Market 

Great  Scott  Stores,  Inc. 

Almacs,  Inc. 

Fall  River  Packing  Company 

Food  Mart 

Path  Mark 

Burlington  Rendering 

Swift  &  Company,  Burlington 


Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO  23 

M.  M.  Mades  Company,  Inc.  Lewis  Beef  Company 

Morrison  &  Schiff  George  Spencer  &  Company 

New  Boston  Freezer  Company,  Inc.  Springfield  Beef  Company 

Wilson-Nepco  Friends  Beans 

Eugene  Rothmund,  Inc.  New  England  Farms 

P.  W.  Rounsevell,  Inc.  LaTouraine  Coffee 

Specialty  Meat  Company  General  Foods 

Western  Pork  Packing,  Inc.  Broadway  Poultry  Company 

Gloucester  Ice  &  Cold  Storage  Company         Eastern  Live  Poultry  Company 
The  Gorton  Corporation  Armour  &  Company,  Chamberlain 

American  Fillets  Corporation  Boston  Sausage  &  Provision,  Inc. 

Cape  Pond  Ice  Company  Genoa  Packing  Company 

Whereas:  The  members  of  organized  labor  should  cooperate  with  Union  Mem- 
bers working  in  Union  Food  Companies,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  Delegates  to  this  Annual  Convention  as- 
sembled in  Boston  do  hereby  go  on  record  in  the  passage  of  this  Resolution  endors- 
ing the  campaign  of  the  Food  Companies  Unions  of  the  AFL-CIO  to  get  all 
members  to  shop  in  Union  Food  Companies  in  their  home  areas,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  the  Delegates  to  this  Convention  bring  the  request 
made  in  this  Resolution  back  to  their  own  Locals  at  their  next  meeting,  and 

Be  It  Finally  Resolved:  That  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  sent  to  all  Locals 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  so  that  the  Local  Officers 
will  have  a  list  of  the  Union  Food  Companies  in  Massachusetts  and  ask  their 
Members  when  shopping  in  Food  Stores  to  look  for  the  Union  Food  Sign. 
BE  UNION!  BUY  UNION!  SHOP  UNION! 

(Submitted  and  signed  by:  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  President-Business  Manager; 
Robert  W.  Wager,  General  Secretary,  Meat  Cutters  District  Union  Local  #2, 
Natick,  Massachusetts.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  48 
Unemployment  Compensation  Benefits  for  Retired  Employees 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  Unemployment  insurance  has  been  affected  by 
the  passage  of  the  "OFFSET"  bill;  and 

Whereas:  The  retired  worker  has  felt  the  full  effect  of  this  "OFFSET"  bill; 
and 

Whereas:  The  retired  worker  now  collects  reduced  unemployment  compensa- 
tion; and 

Whereas:  The  unemployment  bill  now  stipulates  that  a  recipient  must  report 
earnings  over  ten  dollars  ($10.00)  per  week;  now  be  it 

Therefore  resolved:  that  the  unemployment  bill  be  amended  to  give  relief  to 
the  retired  worker,  and  be  it 

Further  resolved:  that  the  present  limitation  of  ten  dollars  ($10.00)  earned 
per  week  be  amended  to  also  include  the  amount  of  compensation  reduced  from 
the  normal  weekly  check. 

(Submitted  by  Albert  F.  Litano,  Business  Agent,  I.U.E.   Local   255.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  49 

Constitutional  Amendment 

Two  Delegates  from  Local  Central  and  District  Councils 

Article  III  Membership 

Section  3.  Local  central  bodies  of  the  AFL-CIO  and  District  Councils  and 
similar  subordinate  organizations  which  are  duly  chartered  by  an  affiliate  of  the 
AFL-CIO  within  the  state  of  Massachusetts. 
Article  IV  Conventions 

Section  4(b).  Local  central  bodies,  District  Councils  or  other  subordinate  organi- 
zations, two  delegates  each. 
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Article  VIII  Revenue 

Section  2.  Local  central  bodies  and  District  Councils  as  intended  and  defined 
in  Article  III,  Section  3,  of  this  Constitution  other  than  Local  Unions  shall  pay 
a  quarterly  fee  of  six  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  ($6.25). 

(Submitted  by  IUE  Local  257,  140  Union  Street,  Lynn,  Massachusetts,  John 
Nocella,  Business  Agent.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  50 
Support  for  Iowa  Beef  Strike 

Whereas:  The  employees  of  the  Iowa  Beef  Packing  Company's  members  of 
Meat  Cutters  Local  222  in  Dakota  City,  Iowa,  Nebraska,  voted  to  go  on  strike  on 
July  12,  1973,  and 

Whereas:  The  2,000  members  of  this  local  were  locked  out  by  the  company  on 
four  hours'  notice,  even  though  the  labor  management  extension  agreement  had 
set  72  hours  before  the  union  would  have  the  right  to  strike  or  the  company  the 
right  to  lock  out  its  employees,  and 

Whereas:  Iowa  Beef  Packing  Company  pays  a  rate  which  is  $1.25  per  hour 
less  than  the  rate  paid  by  the  major  meat  packers  to  their  employees,  and 

Whereas:  Iowa  Beef  Packing  Company  made  an  offer  to  the  union  of  150  per 
hour,  which  was  less  than  the  5.5%  allowed  by  the  Cost  of  Living  Council,  and 

Whereas :  The  Amalgamated  Meat  Cutters  &  Butcher  Workmen  of  North  Amer- 
ica International  Union's  Executive  Board  is  backing  this  strike  in  every  possible 
way  and  is  asking  the  support  of  all  unions  throughout  the  United  States,  and 

Whereas:  We  here  in  Massachusetts  request  the  support  of  all  members  of 
organized  labor  so  that  when  they  are  making  a  purchase  of  meat  they  ask  whether 
or  not  the  company  is  selling  to  them  products  of  Iowa  Beef  Packing  Company, 
which  will  give  them  an  opportunity  to  refuse  to  purchase  any  Iowa  Beef  products, 
now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Convention  assembled  at  the  Statler  Hilton 
Hotel,  Boston,  Mass.,  during  period  of  from  October  2nd  through  October  5th, 
1973,  does  hereby  put  the  Iowa  Beef  Packing  Company  on  the  Unfair  —  Do  Not 
Patronize  List,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  all  affiliated 
locals  asking  them  to  get  the  message  over  to  all  their  members  not  to  purchase 
products  of  the  Iowa  Beef  Packing  Company. 

(Submitted  by  Joseph  A.  Sullivan  and  Robert  W.  Wager  of  Meat  Cutters  Dis- 
trict Union  Local  #  2,  Natick,  Mass.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  51 
Support  of  the  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Company 

Whereas:  The  American  Federation  of  Labor  in  1923,  by  action  taken  in  Con- 
vention, appointed  a  Committee  to  study  the  practices  of  the  insurance  industry 
as  they  then  related  to  wage-earners  and  union  members,  and 

Whereas:  The  findings  of  this  Committee,  reported  to  the  Convention  in  1925, 
indicated  the  need  and  the  value  of  an  insurance  company  that  would  be  aware 
of  and  sympathetic  to  the  problems  and  objectives  of  the  Labor  Movement  of 
America  in  helping  to  provide  greater  financial  protection  for  union  members  and 
their  families,  and 

Whereas:  The  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Company  was  organized  as  a  direct 
result  of  this  action  taken  by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  since  1927 
has  directed  its  efforts  almost  entirely  to  the  needs  of  labor  groups  in  the  fields 
of  Individual  Life  Insurance  and  Group  Life  Insurance  and,  since  the  very  early 
days  of  Trusteed  Health  and  Welfare  Funds,  has  encouraged  and  aided  Labor  to 
initiate  and  administer  these  Funds  with  great  efficiency  and  advantage  to  its 
membership,    and 

Whereas:  The  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Company  has  demonstrated  beyond 
question  its  competence  and  integrity  in  the  underwriting  of  Health  and  Welfare 
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programs  by  becoming  in  a  few  short  years  the  insurer  of  the  largest  number  of 
such  funds  in  the  country  and  attaining  in  1967  the  rank  of  twelfth  largest  insurer 
of  Group  Accident  and  Health  benefits,  based  on  premium  volume,  of  those  com- 
panies in  the  field  of  Group  Accident  and  Health,  and 

Whereas:  The  ability  of  the  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Company  to  continue 
to  provide  cost  and  service  advantages  to  labor  groups  can  be  increased  only  by 
greater  participation  and  support  by  labor  groups, 

Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Convention  recognize  the  true  affinity  of  this  Company 
with  the  Labor  Movement  of  America  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  its  stock  is  owned 
principally  by  International  Unions  and  its  operation  is  guided  by  Directors  who 
are  at  the  same  time  outstanding  Trade  Unionists  and,  for  the  most  part,  active 
officers  of  International  Unions  of  the  AFL-CIO,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  That  this  Convention  reaffirm  its  endorsement  and  sup- 
port of  the  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Company  and  recommend  to  all  affiliated 
and  assocu 


for  all  eligible  candidates  for  President.  Your  contribution  will  not  cost  you  a 
penny.  It  will  not  be  added  to  what  you  might  owe  in  federal  taxes,  nor  will  it  be 
deducted  from  any  tax  refund  owed  to  you,  and 

Whereas:  This  is  the  first  real  chance  the  average  American  has  been  provided 
with  an  opportunity  to  take  financing  of  presidential  politics  away  from  the  mil- 
lionaires, 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  COPE  Committee  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Labor  Council  be  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  notifying  all  affiliates  of 
their  opportunity  of  participating  in  the  monetary  campaign  for  the  President  of 
these  United  States. 

(Submitted  by  Daniel  F.  Murray,  Executive  Vice  President,  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  and  John  A.  Callahan,  I.B.E.W.  Local  326.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  53 
Restrictions  on  Canadian  Workers  in  Construction 

Whereas:  there  has  been  and  still  is  a  tremendous  amount  of  unemployment  in 
the  construction  industry,  and 

Whereas:  the  continuance  of  this  unemployment  is  having  a  very  drastic  effect 
on  the  economic  stability  of  a  large  number  of  construction  workers  and  com- 
munities in  which  they  live,  and 

Whereas:  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  real  unemployment  affecting  the  large 
numbers  of  Canadians  that  are  coming  into  this  country  to  work  in  construction, 
since  they  work  at  lower  rates  and  under  poor  conditions,  and 

Whereas:  large  numbers  of  these  Canadians  are  here  on  working  visas  and  return 
to  Canada  taking  their  pay  with  them  every  weekend,  and 
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Whereas:  this  flow  of  our  money  into  Canada  cannot  do  any  of  us  here  in  the 
United  States  any  economic  good, 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved:  that  this  16th  Annual  Convention  of  the  Massachu- 
setts State  Labor  Council  take  a  strong  stand  and  with  the  support  of  any  that 
agree  with  the  seriousness  of  this  matter,  we  petition  our  Massachusetts  State  and 
United  States  Senators  and  Representatives  to  initiate  legislation  that  will  stop 
this  invasion  of  our  work  opportunity  and  the  tremendous  flow  of  money  out 
of  the  country,  when  both  the  work  and  the  wages  are  sorely  needed  by  our  citizens 
who  are  paying  the  taxes  supporting  the  communities  and  country  in  which  we  live. 
Let  us  all  gather  our  members  and  fellow  tradesmen  and  create  such  a  show  of 
concern  that  our  Senators  and  Representatives  will  be  unable  to  ignore  the  im- 
portance of  this  issue. 

Respectfully  submitted,  Northampton  Labor  Council,  George  O'Brien,  President, 
Robert  Murphy,  Rec.  Sec,  Franklin  and  Hampshire  Counties. 


Protecting  Job  Opportunities  at  Fore  River  Shipyard 

Whereas:  Employment  of  skilled,  unskilled,  and  semi-skilled  workers  is  at  a 
record  low  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  and  could  become  greater,  and 

Whereas:  There  is  a  great  need  for  LNG  and  Propane  Gases,  and 

Whereas:  This  production  would  be  beneficial  to  many  residents  in  our  State 
of  Massachusetts,  and 

Whereas:  The  future  of  Fore  River  Shipyard,  Quincy,  Mass.,  is  dependent  upon 
the  building  of  LNG  Container  Ships  that  would  provide  many  jobs  for  the  un- 
employed, 

Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  and 
all  of  its  members  and  affiliates  oppose  any  legislation  that  would  be  inimical  to 
the  building  of  ships,  containers,  or  terminals  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  that 
would  have  to  do  with  LNG  or  Propane  Gas. 

(Submitted  by  Arthur  E.  Batson,  Jr.,  Pres.  Local  #5  IUMSWA,  AFL-CIO,  and 
G.  J.  Cardinal,  V.  P.  of  the  Mass.  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  on  behalf  of 
Local  #5  IUMSWA,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  56 
Support  of  American  Postal  Workers  Union 

Whereas:  The  support  of  AFL-CIO  in  assisting  U.  S.  Postal  and  Federal  Work- 
ers has  resulted  in  many  advances  for  said  workers,  and 

Whereas:  The  U.  S.  Postal  Service,  as  a  result  of  Public  Law  91-375  (August  12, 
1970)  has  been  established  as  a  quasi  corporation,  nevertheless,  U.  S.  Postal  Work- 
ers are  still  denied  the  rights  of  workers  in  the  area  of:  1.  —  The  right  to  strike;  2. 
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—  Political  Freedom;  3.  — The  right  to  negotiate  Union  security  (maintenance  of 
membership), 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  AFL-CIO,  in 
convention  assembled,  heartily  endorses  and  approves  the  legislative  program  of  the 
American  Postal  Workers  Union  concerning —  (a)  The  right  to  strike;  (b)  Amend- 
ing the  Hatch  Act;  (c)  The  right  to  Union  Shop  (maintenance  of  membership). 

(Submitted  by  A.P.W.U.  Boston,  Mass.  delegates  —  Daniel  R.  "Tim"  Hurley; 
James  J.  O'Brien;  Patrick  J.  Murphy;  Charles  W.  Verra;  James  M.  Murphy.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  57 
Elimination  of  Air  Line  Mutual  Aid  Pact 

Whereas:  The  objective  for  the  origin  of  the  Air  Line  Mutual  Aid  Pact,  as 
stated  in' the  preamble,  was  "to  bring  about  sound  and  reasonable  economic  con- 
ditions that  will  be  of  benefit  to  the  Air  Transport  Industry  and  to  the  public" 
during  a  labor  dispute  by  returning  to  the  struck  carrier  the  increased  revenues 
the  competing  member  carriers  gain  as  a  result  of  a  strike;  and 

Whereas:  Throughout  the  life  of  the  Air  Line  Mutual  Aid  Pact  the  payments 
received  by  a  struck  carrier  has  substantially  increased  to  the  point  where  potentially 
a  struck  carrier  can  make  a  financial  profit  during  a  strike;  and 

Whereas:  The  number  and  length  of  labor  disputes  have  greatly  increased  since 
the  institution  of  the  Air  Line  Mutual  Aid  Pact;  and 

Whereas:  It  is  failing  to  serve  the  best  interests  of  the  public. 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  in  Con- 
vention assembled  support  current  bills  in  Congress,  along  with  all  members  of 
I. A.M.  Local  1833,  to  eliminate  the  Air  Line  Mutual  Aid  Pact;  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  all  members  of 
Congress  from  Massachusetts. 

(Submitted  by  Lawrence  C.  Sullivan,  Exec.  S.  T.,  Greater  Boston  Labor  Coun- 
cil.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  58 
Burke-Hartke  Bill 

Whereas:  American  business  through  the  multi-national  corporations  have,  over 
the  past  two  decades,  been  exporting  an  enormous  flow  of  investment  capital,  tech- 
nological skill  and  business  know  how  to  foreign  countries;  and 

Whereas:  these  multi-national  corporations  have  made  obsolete  the  traditional 
theories  and  principles  by  which  world  trade  has  been  conducted  in  the  past  and 
now  pose  serious  problems  of  political  control  and  social  responsibility  to  the 
sovereign  nations  of  the  world  and  if  unrestrained  will  undermine  the  decades  of 
social  and  economic  advancement  enjoyed  by  the  workers  of  the  U.  S.;  and 

Whereas:  many  of  these  multi-national  corporations  by  means  of  foreign  sub- 
sidiaries of  licensing  arrangements  or  through  industry  and  government  sponsored 
exchange  programs  have  been  sponsored  directly  or  indirectly  by  the  American  tax- 
payers through  U.  S.  government  financing  of  research  and  development  which  is  in 
turn  exploited  overseas;  and 

Whereas:  many  of  the  countries  that  are  presently  exporting  freely  to  the  U.  S. 
close  their  doors  to  fair  American  competition;  and 

Whereas:  the  malignant  effect  of  these  multi-national  activities  on  the  American 
economy  is  quite  evident  in  the  following  developments; 

1.  The  blow  to  our  balance  of  payments  when  these  companies  hold  billions  of 
dollars  of  foreign  earnings  for  reinvestment  abroad. 

2.  The  loss  of  foreign  markets  for  U.  S.  high  technological  goods  now  produced 
abroad  by  subsidiaries  for  American  firms. 

3.  The  increasing  impact  of  imports  of  capital  goods  into  the  United  States. 
These  imports  spurted  at  an  annual  rate  of  38  per  cent  in  1963-1966  follow- 
ing a  25  per  cent  annual  increase  in  capital  spending  in  the  period  of  1962- 
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1965  and  shows  an  increase  which  is  even  greater  in  the  period  up  to  1971. 
4.    Wholesale  loss  of  American  jobs  as  the  multi-nationals  shift  production  to 
the  low  wage  areas  of  the  world,  e.g.  the  electronic  field  with  the  relocation 
of  factories  owned  by  Zenith,   Admiral,   Ford,   Philco,   R.C.A.,    Emerson 
Radio,  Warwick  and  General  Instruments  as  well  as  new  operations  opening 
in  the  apparel,  clothing  store  and  textile  fields. 
Now,  Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  by  the  delegates  assembled  at  this  Massachu- 
setts State  Labor  Council  Convention  that  the  President  and  Congress,  work  toward 
the  speedy  enactment  of  the  Foreign  Trade  and  Investment  Act  of  1972  (com- 
monly known  as  the  Ffartke  &  Burke  Bill)  which  is  the  first  complete  legislation 
program  to  bring  together  in  one  bill  a  reshaping  of  trade  tax  and  other  federal 
laws  to  challenge  the  international  crisis  that  threatens  American  workers'  jobs  and 
the  U.  S.  economic  future. 

(Submitted  by  Milton  Kaplan,  Mgr.,  Boston  Joint  Board,  I.L.G.W.U.,  Marchie 
La  Grasta,  Pres.,  Northern  N.  E.  Dist.  Council,  I.L.G.W.U.,  Enrico  Parente, 
I.L.G.W.U.,  Edward  Milano,  Mgr.,  Northern  N.  E.  Dist.  Council,  I.L.G.W.U., 
Nathan  Sandler,  Local  #73,  I.L.G.W.U.,  Anthony  Polcari,  Chairman,  Ex.  Bd., 
Local  #73,  I.L.G.W.U.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  59 
Soviet  and  Arab  Anti-Semitism 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  is  against  all  forms 
of  religious  and  civil  persecution  by  any  government  or  people  and  notes  with 
revulsion  the  persecution  by  the  Soviet  and  Arab  governments  of  its  Jewish  citizens 
which  culminated  in  the  horrifying  mass  hangings  in  public  by  Iraq  of  Christians, 
Moslems  and  Jews,  and 

Whereas:  the  Jewish  citizens  of  Soviet  Russia  and  the  Arab  countries  are  de- 
prived of  their  basic  civil  rights,  a  condition  akin  to  the  period  of  Nazi  Germany. 

Now,  Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO,  call  upon  the  governments  of  the  Soviet  Union,  Egypt,  Syria  and  Iraq 
to  bring  to  an  immediate  end  their  inhuman  and  uncivilized  suppression  of  their 
Jewish  minorities  often  culminating  in  imprisonment  and  torture  only  because  of 
their  enmity  to  Israel,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  Arab  governments,  particularly  Iraq, 
which  have  pledged  to  the  entire  civilized  world  but  do  not  fulfill  this  promise,  to 
allow  all  those  of  the  Jewish  faith  who  wish  to  emigrate,  to  do  so  immediately 
without  confiscation  of  their  property  or  hindrances,  as  permitted  by  all  civilized 
nations  of  the  world,  and  to  the  end,  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  adhere  to  the 
policy  of  supporting  the  Histadrut,  Israel's  Federation  of  Labor,  so  that  this  demo- 
cratic trade  federation  can  assist  in  the  absorption  of  those  who  may  find  it  pos- 
sible to  depart  from  the  countries  of  oppression  and  bestiality. 

(Submitted  by  Milton  Kaplan,  Mgr.,  Boston  Joint  Board,  I.L.G.W.U.,  Marchie 
La  Grasta,  Pres.,  Northern  N.  E.  Dist.  Council,  I.L.G.W.U.,  Enrico  Parente, 
I.L.G.W.U.,  Edward  Milano,  Mgr.,  Northern  N.  E.  Dist.  Council,  I.L.G.W.U., 
Nathan  Sandler,  Local  #73,  I.L.G.W.U.,  Anthony  Polcari,  Chairman,  Ex.  Bd., 
Local  #73,  I.L.G.W.U.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  60 
Air  Terrorism 

Once  again,  the  world  is  confronted  with  a  situation  requiring  the  joint  action  of 
all  the  Nations  of  the  world.  In  the  19th  Century,  the  Barbary  pirates  of  the  North 
Coast  of  Africa  exact  tribute  in  the  form  of  hostages  and  financial  demands  on  all 
the  people  of  the  world  using  the  Mediterranean  for  shipment  of  cargo  and  the 
transportation  of  people  to  and  from  that  area. 

Today,  we  are  faced  with  a  similar  type  of  piracy  where  hundreds  of  innocent 
people,  using  the  air  lanes  of  the  world,  are  subject  to  kidnapping  and  are  being 
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held  for  monetary  ransom.  The  United  States  Government  has  taken  a  position  in 
the  United  Nations  to  effectively  create  a  system  which  will  bring  to  an  end  this 
piracy.  No  justification  or  ideologically  grounds  or  by  the  sanction  of  any  nation 
in  its  desire  to  carry  out  political  or  other  purposes  should  permit  a  nation  through 
accepting  or  giving  refuge  or  asylum  to  anyone  who  uses  these  means  to  free  them- 
selves from  the  consequences  of  their  acts.  It  is  our  considered  judgment  that  the 
only  effective  means  for  the  control  of  International  terrorism  is  through  the 
United  Nations. 

Be  It,  Therefore,  Resolved:  That  we  urge  our  designated  representatives  to  the 
United  Nations  to  continue  in  their  fight  to  have  effective  controls  and,  if  neces- 
sary, economic  sanction  on  member  states  who  violate  these  controls. 

It  Is  Resolved:  That  the  delegates  to  this  Convention  inform  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  our  position  and  send  a  copy  of  this  statement  to  the  Direct 
General  of  the  United  Nations  and  to  the  American  delegates  to  the  United  Nations 
informing  them  that  while  we  oppose  restraints  on  international  travel  believing 
each  country  to  be  free  and  independent,  we  do  not  believe  that  such  right  protect 
the  member  states  against  their  harboring  International  Terrorists. 

(Submitted  by  Philip  Kramer,  retired  V.P.,  I.L.G.W.U.,  Enrico  Parente, 
I.L.G.W.U.,  Lou  Plotkin,  Business  Agent,  I.L.G.W.U.,  Rachel  Colombo,  Local 
#80, 1.L.G.W.U.) 
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